
Warren County Map Activity 
 

 These maps of Warren County show how the townships, cities, and modes of 
transportation have changed since 1856.  This activity challenges students to compare 
and contrast using maps to see how much they change over time. 
 
Potential Projects: 
 
These activities can be used in class and/or as project resources.  Potential projects using 
these activity resources include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Warren County:  Then and Now 
 Major Railroads and Waterways in Warren County (modes of transportation) 

 
Materials: 
 

 1856 Warren County Map (large, laminated map at the Records Center & 
Archives or digitized map) 

 Current Map of Warren County (in print or digitized) 
 Colored writing utensils  

 
Resources: 
 

You can find out more by visiting the Warren County Records Center & 
Archives.  Here, you can speak to trained archivists and research what they have put 
together on this topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ohio’s New Learning Standards (2010)—Social Studies 

 
Grade Strand Topic  Content Statement 
1 History Historical 

Thinking & 
Skills 

Photographs, letters, artifacts and books can be 
used to learn about the past. 

1 Geography  Spatial Thinking 
& Skills 

Maps can be used to locate and identify  
Places. 

1 Geography  Places & Regions Places are distinctive because of their physical 
characteristics (landforms and bodies of water) and 
human characteristics (structures built by people). 

2 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Change over time can be shown with artifacts, 
maps, and photographs. 

2 Geography Spatial Thinking 
& Skills 

Maps and their symbols can be interpreted to 
answer questions about location of places. 

3 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary sources such as artifacts, maps and 
photographs can be used to show change over time. 

3 Geography Spatial Thinking 
& Skills 

Physical and political maps have distinctive 
characteristics and purposes. Places can be located 
on a map by using the title, key, alphanumeric grid 
and cardinal directions. 

4 Geography Spatial Thinking 
& Skills 

A map scale and cardinal and intermediate 
directions can be used to describe the relative 
location of physical and human characteristics of 
Ohio and the United States. 

8 Geography Human Systems The movement of people, products and ideas 
resulted in new patterns of settlement and land use 
that influenced the political and economic 
development of the United States. 

 
The learning standards listed above were used to help create and justify this 

activity.  It can be used as a primary source example and incorporated into a lesson or as 
a research project resource. Though this activity meets several standards, it may not be 
appropriate for all students.  Not all the questions below are appropriate for every grade 
listed above.  The questions are arranged by difficultly, starting with the easiest 
questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Warren County Map Activity Answer Key 
 
Directions:  Piece together the map puzzles for both the 1856 and current map of Warren 
County as a group.  Once the puzzles are complete, answer the questions below. 
 
Note:  Questions and answers may vary depending on grade level, available materials, 
and time allotted.  Some answers below are just one of several potential responses.   
 
1856 Map of Warren County  

 
1. Find the title of the map and circle it.  Where is it located?  Upper right hand 

corner. 
 
2. On the 1856 map of Warren County, locate and put a green dot on the following 

cities: 
a. Lebanon (Turtle Creek) 
b. Franklin (Franklin) 
c. Waynesville (Wayne) 
d. Springboro (Clear Creek) 
e. Harveysburgh (Massie) 
f. Mason (Deerfield) 
g. Freeport (Washington) 
h. Butlerville (Salem) 
i. Deerfield (the city) (Union) 
j. Zoar (Hamilton) 

 
Write the township each city is in next to the city names above.   
 

3. Locate and trace over these railroads in red: 
a. Miami Railroad 
b. Cincinnati Lebanon & Xenia Railroad 
c. Cincinnati Wilmington & Zanesville Railroad 
d. Cincinnati Hillsboro Railroad 
 

4. Locate and trace over these waterways in blue: 
a. Great Miami River 
b. Little Miami River 
c. Muddy Creek 
d. Turtle Creek 
e. Clear Creek  
f. Caesars Creek  
g. Miami Canal  
 

5. Locate and circle Fort Ancient, a Native American site, in purple on the map.  
What township is Fort Ancient in?  List cities, railroads, and waterways that are 
near Fort Ancient.  Fort Ancient is in Washington Township in between the 



cities of Freeport and Hammel.  Fort Ancient is next to the Little Miami River 
and the Miami Railroad runs through it. 

 
6. Create a map key, making sure to include symbols for cities, railroads, and 

waterways.  What other symbols can you include on your key for this map?  Fort 
Ancient, plat boundaries, roads (thin double lines connecting cities), canals, etc. 

 
7. Draw and label a compass for this map.  Using your compass, draw an orange 

line connecting the following: 
a. Lebanon to Waynesville 
b. Franklin to Mason 
c. Springboro to Harveysburgh  
d. Freeport to Deerfield (the city) 
e. Butlerville to Fort Ancient 
 

Using the connections you made above, write out directions from the first location 
to the second for each letter (a-e).  Make sure to use cardinal and intermediate 
directions in your descriptions.  Are there any railroads or waterways that you can 
use to get from the first location to the second?  Ex.  Lebanon to Waynesville:  
Travel North then East, or directly Northeast to get from Lebanon to 
Waynesville.  There are no railways or a waterway connecting the two cities, but 
US 42 is present on this map and connects Lebanon to Waynesville.   

 
8. Can you find what city you live in on the map?  Locate and circle your city.  

Write out directions from your city to another city in the county that you have not 
visited.  If you have been to every city in the county, write directions to your 
favorite.  Opinion/student specific  

 
1856 & Current Map of Warren County  
 

1. Compare the 1856 map of Warren County to a current map.  How have railroads, 
waterways, cities, and townships changed since 1856?  How does the county look 
the same?  Cities have grown, modes for transportation have changed, addition 
of Harlan township that cut Salem in half, etc.  

 
2. Do an internet search for a map of Ohio with county boarders.  Can you find 

where Warren County is located?  What counties border Warren County?  Is the 
county closer to Cincinnati, Columbus, or Cleveland?  What other states is 
Warren County close to?  SW Ohio, bordering Butler, Montgomery, Greene, 
Clinton, Clermont, and Hamilton counties.  Warren is closest to Cincinnati and 
near Ohio’s border with both Indiana and Kentucky.   

 
 
 
 
 


