
War and Soldiers in Warren County 
 

 Every war in the United States affected the settlers of Warren County in some 
way.  Josiah Morrow, writer for The Western Star newspaper, documented county 
involvement in war during his time writing in the early 20th century.  Using the Records 
of Soldiers Discharge along with these articles gives students an idea of what Warren 
County was like in a time of war and the soldiers who fought.   
 
Materials: 
 

 “War of 1812,” an article  from The Western Star  newspaper by Josiah Morrow, 
January 2, 1908 

 “First Days of the War,” an article  from The Western Star  newspaper by Josiah 
Morrow, September 23, 1909 

 “The Great World Powers,” an article  from The Western Star  newspaper by 
Josiah Morrow, May 29, 1919 

 “A Million an Hour,” an article  from The Western Star  newspaper by Josiah 
Morrow, December 11, 1919 

 Record of Soldiers Discharge, No. 1, Josiah Holbrook, page 1, found in the 
Warren County Recorders Office 

 Record of Soldiers Discharge, No. 1, Thomas Hall, page 275, found in the Warren 
County Recorders Office 

 Record of Soldiers Discharge, No. 4, Elmer Wills, page 183, No. 206, found in 
the Warren County Recorders Office  

 
Potential Projects: 
 

These activities can be used in class and/or as project resources.  Potential 
projects using these activity resources include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Warren County & The War of 1812 
 Warren County & The Civil War  
 Warren County & WWI  
 Soldiers of Warren County  
 Warren County & The Response to War 
   

Resources: 
 

You can find more information on the effects of war in Warren County at Warren 
County’s Genealogical Society through these sources: 
 
The History of Warren County Ohio, published by W. H. Beers & Co. of Chicago in 1882    
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/Beers/beersmain.htm.  
 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eohwarren/Beers/beersmain.htm


The Western Star articles by Josiah Morrow 1907-1928 (several articles about the 
Revolutionary War, War of 1812, The Civil War, War with Mexico & Thomas Corwin’s 
Involvement, World War I, and pre-World War II) 
 

You can also find out more by visiting the Warren County Records Center & 
Archives.  Here, you can speak to trained archivists and research what they have put 
together on this topic. 
 

 
Ohio’s New Learning Standards (2010)—Social Studies 

 
Grade Strand Topic  Content Statement 
4 History Historical 

Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources can be used to 
create historical narratives. 
 

4 History Heritage The inability to resolve standing issues with Great 
Britain and ongoing conflicts with American 
Indians led the United States into the War  
of 1812. Victory in the Battle of Lake Erie 
contributed to American success in the war. 

8 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources are used to 
examine events from multiple perspectives and to 
present and defend a position. 

8 History Civil War & 
Reconstruction 

Disputes over the nature of federalism, 
complicated by economic developments in the 
United States, resulted in sectional issues, 
including slavery, which led to the American Civil 
War. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Historical events provide opportunities to examine 
alternative courses of action. 
 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

The use of primary and secondary sources of 
information includes an examination of the 
credibility of each source. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence and 
correlation in historical events, including multiple 
causation and long- and short-term causal relations. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Foreign Affairs 
from Imperialism 
to Post-World 
War I (1898-
1930) 

As a result of overseas expansion, the Spanish-
American War and World War I, the United States 
emerged as a world power. 

 
 The learning standards listed above were used to help create and justify this 
activity.  It can be used as a primary source example and incorporated into a lesson or as 
a research project resource. Though this activity meets several standards, it may not be 
appropriate for all students. 
 
 
 

 



War and Soldiers in Warren County Answer Key 
 
Directions:   Use the primary sources attached to answer the questions below. 
 
Note:  Questions and answers may vary depending on grade level, available materials, 
and time allotted.  Some answers below are just one of several potential responses.   
 
War of 1812 
 
War of 1812 by Josiah Morrow 
 

1. Where were troops raised in southwestern Ohio?  Where did they meet, or as 
Josiah states “rendezvoused”?  Troops came from the four most populous 
counties in southwestern Ohio:  Hamilton, Butler, Clermont, and Warren.  
They met, or “rendezvoused” in Lebanon.  

  
2. Who were some of the early local volunteers in the war that became officers?  

Col. Thomas B. Van Horne, Gen. David Sutton, Captain Matthias Corwin 
 

3. What did men in Warren County do after hearing a rumor that the area Indians 
massacred government representatives and were marching south?  Were the 
people of Warren County supportive of war?  Men left their plows in the furrow, 
seized their rifles, and rushed to the defense of their homes.  A great majority of 
the people of Warren County were in favor of war with England. 

 
4. Who was the Wagon Boy?  What did he do to support the war?  Thomas Corwin 

(future Ohio Governor, son of Matthias, brother of Matthias Jr.).  He led an 
army to Cincinnati from Lebanon through dangerous territory with supplies for 
the army.  

  
5. What did soldiers receive as compensation for enlisting in the military to fight in 

the War of 1812? What did they eat at the beginning of the war? Soldiers were 
promised a bounty of $16, 160 acres of land, and 3 months extra pay after 5 
years of service.  Their food rations consisted of just flour, bacon, and salt. 

 
Civil War 
 
First Days of the War by Josiah Morrow 
 

1. How long has it been since the Civil War when Josiah wrote this article?  What 
sources did Josiah use to write this article?  The Civil War occurred over 48 
years prior to Josiah writing this article.  Josiah referenced an account he 
prepared in 1881 (probably his part in the Beer’s History of Warren County 
Ohio, mentioned in the resources).  He prepared this account using newspaper 
files and other sources of information that would have been more easily 
obtained right after the war then when he was writing.   



 
2. What did Ohio do after President Lincoln made his war proclamation?  Warren 

County?  Ohio’s legislature met within less than 24 hours after the president’s 
proclamation.  The bill was for $1 million to prepare the state for war, which 
was passed in the house unanimously two days later.  Within 48 hours after the 
call, two Ohio regiments were on their way to the capital.  2 of the 20 companies 
that were offered to Governor Dennison came from Warren County.   

 
3. When and where was the fist war meeting in Warren County?  What three 

resolutions did the committee on resolutions make in response to the war?  The 
first war meeting was held on April 16 in Lebanon.  The three resolutions made 
by the committee stated that they were behind the government in their decision 
to commence war; they will stand by and support their Administration against 
the Confederate Army; and they will recognize no party other than the Union 
Army.   

 
4. How did the nation as well as the Warren County community react to the start of 

the war and creation of the first companies?  Who were the “Franklin Grays?”  
Spirit was aroused throughout the county and the nation was filled with noise 
and excitement of military preparation.  The Franklin Grays were the first 
company to leave the county for service in the Civil War.   

 
5. Who was the first volunteer soldier in Warren County? How do you know his 

feelings about the war in his words from a letter Morrow includes in this article? 
Durbin Ward was the first man in the county to sign an enrollment paper for 
troops in the war for the Union.  It is clear that Ward was honored and very 
willing to fight for his government in this war. “I would sacrifice everything but 
liberty upon the alter of the Union.”—Durbin Ward  

 
Solider Discharge Records—Josiah Holbrook  
 

1. Read the official discharge paper of Josiah Holbrook.  How long did he serve in 
the army?  Why was he discharged?  Josiah was in the army for 3 years and 2 
months (corrections were made to the date enlisted).  He was discharged 
because his term of service expired. 

 
2. Read the newspaper article about Josiah attached to his discharge record.  What 

impression does this article give you of Josiah and the type of solider he was?  
Give an example of how he was perceived as a soldier during the Civil War.  This 
article tells of Josiah being very intelligent and brave before and during his 
time serving the army as a private.  According to the article, he ordered a rebel 
solider much larger than him to hand over weaponry and turned him over to 
the guard, making him very popular amongst Union supporters.  He was 
offered a promotion for his bravery, but declined and returned home physically 
disabled. 

 



Solider Discharge Records—Thomas Hall  
 

1. Read the official discharge paper of Thomas Hall.  How long did he serve in the 
army?  Why was he discharged?  Thomas served in the army about 9 months, 
though he was signed up for three years.  He was discharged because he was 
disabled in the war. 

 
2. How old was Thomas at the time his papers were signed?  Could you handle 

fighting at his age during a time of traditional battlefields, new weaponry, and 
guerrilla warfare?  Thomas was only 16 when discharged.  Opinion/student 
specific 

 
World War I 
 
The Great World Powers by Josiah Morrow 
 

1. Who were the Five Great Powers before World War I?  After the war?  What does 
Josiah claim as the reason for this change?  Before the war:  Great Britain, 
France, Germany, Austria, and Russia.  After the war:  United States, Great 
Britain, France, Italy, and Japan.  Josiah hints at the reason for this change 
being that Germany, Russia, and Austria went from powerful to pathetic as the 
governments are powerless and struggling to produce enough food for their 
people.  

 
2. How does Josiah speak of Germany?  He states they are now known as the 

empire that was.  He also says that German militarism will no longer be a 
menace to the peace of the world and if it would have continued, Germany may 
have been the greatest empire of Europe.   

 
3. What is “The World’s Greatest Treaty” that ended World War I?  How is it 

apparent the United States is establishing themselves as a great world power in 
this treaty? How does this relate to the spread of the English language? The 
Treaty of Versailles; The United States is named first in the treaty’s Preamble, 
coming before some of the most powerful nations in the world’s history.  The 
United States and Great Britain are listed at the top of the treaty’s Preamble, 
both dominant and primarily speak English.  The English language is 
spreading rapidly as the United States grows in power and influence. 

 
A Million an Hour by Josiah Morrow 
 

1. Where did a lot of the United State’s money spent on World War I go to 
according to Col. Ayres?  4,000,000 Men, 200,000 officers, Transportation, 
47,000 telegrams a day, etc.  

 



2. What was the United State’s debt before World War I?  After?  How does that 
compare to today’s number? Before:  1 Billion, After:  26 Billion, Today:  Over 
18 Trillion. 

 
3. Why does Col. Ayres split up the costs of the war into hours?  Why was money 

still being spent after the war?  He splits the costs up to 1 million spent per hour 
of the two years the United States was involved to better explain the large 
amount of money spent.  In order to prevent too great of abruptness in 
manufacturing, construction, operation, etc. of war goods, a considerable of 
war-time activities and purchases were continued.  

 
4. What were the largest sums of money spent on during the war?  Pay, food, and 

clothing for the soldiers 
 
Solider Discharge Records—Elmer Wills 
 

1. Read the official discharge paper of Elmer Wills.  How long did he serve in the 
army? How old was he when he enlisted?  Where did he serve?  Elmer was in the 
army for a little over 2 years.  He was 18 years old when he enlisted and served 
in both France and Belgium.   

 
2. Attached to Elmer’s discharge paper is a special letter about him.  Based off what 

you know about Elmer, what country did this letter come from?  Read the 
translated copy of this letter.  Why was this letter written about Elmer?  What 
does this say about his character and dedication as a solider?  This letter came 
from France, where Elmer served in the U.S. Army.  It tells of Elmer 
voluntarily creating a “passerelle,” or bridge during a time of intense artillery 
fire.  This letter is praising him for his heroic actions at a battle at the Scheldt 
River.      

 
Are there any noticeable differences between the discharge papers in the 1860s 
versus 1919?  1860s-handwritten, incomplete, not consistent; 1919-typed, well-
organized, more information about the discharged soldier than old papers, etc.  


