
Quakers & Shakers in Warren County Activity  
 

 The Quakers & Shakers are both religious groups that have had an impact on 
Warren County and its history.  The Shakers stemmed from the Quakers after founder, 
Mother Anne Lee, converted but are two separate faiths with vastly different histories 
nationally and locally.  This activity uses newspaper articles and a Common Plea to give 
students an idea of how these two groups were perceived shortly after their peak in 
Warren County.   
 
Materials: 
 

 “First Quaker Immigrants” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, June 
6, 1912 

 “Old Time Quakers” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, June 24, 
1909 

 “The Society of Friends, and Slavery” article from The Western Star, 1845 
 “Shaker History” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, December 5, 

1907 
 A Covenant between Malcom Worley & Family, Common Pleas Clerk of Courts, 

Vol. 3C, page 10 
 “Shakers’ Trials” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, December 12, 

1907 
 “Last of the Shakers” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, August 

29, 1907 
 James H. Fennessey & Trustees vs. Slingerland & Downing, Case 9805, Box 463 
 Word search 
 

Potential Projects: 
   

These activities can be used in class and/or as project resources.  Potential 
projects using these activity resources include, but are not limited to: 

 
 Quakers and/or Shakers of Warren County, Ohio, the U.S., etc. 
 Religious Persecution  
 New Faiths in Early American History  
 Religion in the Media (How it’s discussed, opinions vs. facts, writer bias, etc.) 
 

Resources: 
 

You can find more information on the Quakers & Shakers at Warren County’s 
Genealogical Society through these sources: 
 
The Western Star articles by Josiah Morrow 1907-1928 (several articles on the Quakers 
& Shakers) 
 



The History of Warren County Ohio, published by W. H. Beers & Co. of Chicago in 1882    
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/Beers/beersmain.htm.  
 You can also find out more by visiting the Warren County Records Center & 
Archives.  Here, you can speak to trained archivists and research what they have put 
together on this topic. 
 

 
Ohio’s New Learning Standards (2010)—Social Studies 

 
Grade Strand Topic  Content Statement 
4 History Historical 

Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources can be used to 
create historical narratives. 

4 History Heritage Various groups of people have lived in Ohio over 
time including prehistoric and historic American 
Indians, migrating settlers and immigrants. 
Interactions among these groups have resulted in 
both cooperation and conflict. 

4 Geography Human Systems The population of the United States has changed  
over time, becoming more diverse (e.g., racial, 
ethnic, linguistic, religious). Ohio’s population  
has become increasingly reflective of the cultural 
diversity of the United States. 

5 Geography Human Systems The Western Hemisphere is culturally diverse due 
to American Indian, European, Asian and African 
influences and interactions, as evidenced by artistic 
expression, language, religion and food. 

8 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources are used to 
examine events from multiple perspectives and to  
present and defend a position. 

8 History  Colonization & 
Independence  

North America, originally inhabited by American  
Indians, was explored and colonized by Europeans 
for economic and religious reasons. 

8 Geography  Human Systems Cultural biases, stereotypes and prejudices had 
social, political and economic consequences for 
minority groups and the population as a whole. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

The use of primary and secondary sources of 
information includes an examination of the 
credibility of each source. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Historical events provide opportunities to examine 
alternative courses of action. 

 
 The learning standards listed above were used to help create and justify this 
activity.  It can be used as a primary source example and incorporated into a lesson or as 
a research project resource. Though this activity meets several standards, it may not be 
appropriate for all students. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eohwarren/Beers/beersmain.htm


Quakers & Shakers in Warren County Activity Answer Key 
 
Directions:  Read the newspaper articles from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow 
attached.  Answer the corresponding questions below.  Read the Common Plea record to 
answer the last question set under Shakers.  
 
Note:  Questions and answers may vary depending on grade level, available materials, 
and time allotted.  Some answers below are just one of several potential responses.   
 
Quakers  
 
First Quaker Immigrants 
 

1. Name the three Ohio counties with the largest Quaker population.  In what county 
did Quakers first settle in Western Ohio?  Where did they come from and why did 
they move to Ohio?  What Quaker church was established in Warren County in 
1815? Clinton, Highland, and Warren County.  Quakers first settled in Warren 
County and they came from slave states like the Carolinas and Virginia to get 
their families away from the evil influences of slavery. The Friends church at 
Waynesville was set up in 1815, the largest of its kind in western Ohio. 

 
2. How are the Quakers expanding and growing in Warren County?  Why is this 

happening in this area of Ohio?  Immigrants coming to this area, helping expand 
the Quaker faith in Warren County, spread out across SW Ohio.  The Quakers 
expanded east to avoid the litigation issues in traveling west. This region 
between the Miamis was growing in both population and wealth at the time of 
Quaker settlement.   

 
3. How are the Quakers settling on land intended for soldiers from the Virginia 

Military Lands?  Soldiers have traded away their land and Quakers using the 
farm lands and building up their growing, young community.  Men like Gen. 
William Lytle are selling these sought after lands to Quakers to expand their 
settlement in the Ohio Valley, away from slavery. 

 
Old Time Quakers 
 

1. Where did Quakers settle in Warren County?  When did this begin?  How was 
this significant to Warren County and Quaker history?  In the last century, 
Quakers began to settle on the Little Miami, Caesar’s Creek, and Todds fork in 
Warren County.  Some of the largest and most important Quaker settlements 
were in Warren County and began meeting in Waynesville.  

 
2. Why is Josiah writing this article?  What is his purpose?  Josiah wrote this article 

to describe some of the peculiarities and distinctive tenets (specific traits) of the 
Quakers that set them apart from other Christian sects. 

 



3. What particular features of the Quakers does Josiah mention in his article?  In 
your opinion, how do these features define the Quaker faith and way of life?  
Some of the features Josiah includes are that Quakers: (possible anwers) 

 
a. Formed the 1st body of Christian worshippers without a creed, liturgy, 

priest-hood, or sacrament. 
b. First in the Christian faith to give women a near equal position to men 

in church. 
c. Opposed taking oaths at any time or place. 
d. Opposed all wars. 
e. Did not join in observing public (Christian) fast days. 
f. Had no particular reverence for the 1st day of the week (called Sunday in 

other Christian faiths and society today). 
g. Sat in silence during meetings. 
h. Would not take off their hats to show respect for authority. 
i. Were against war, slavery, intemperance, litigation, extravagance, and 

profanity. 
j. Forbid  fashionable dressing, dancing, and theatre-going.  Music was 

set aside as a “seductive vanity.” 
k. Concerned preaching with being practical and this world rather than the 

next. 
 

4. According to Josiah, why have the Quakers not increased in numbers?  Quietness 
of worship, no music, plainness in dress, disowning of members who marry 
outside of the faith, etc.  

 
5. How does Josiah explain Quaker meetings and meeting houses for worship?  

What are some of the practices unique to the Quaker faith that he mentions?  
Where was the first meeting house located?  Quakers meet twice a week (Sunday 
and Thursday) and had no pulpit, anyone could speak if moved to do so, there 
were no baptisms, no liturgy or book of common prayer, had little regard for 
religious ceremonies, etc.  The first meeting house was located at Waynesville, a 
log house erected by Ezekiel Cleaver. 

 
6. Why does Josiah quote Davis Furnas’s paper in his article?  How does Furnas of 

the Hicksite branch of Friends explain meetings?  How does he establish himself 
as a creditable source?  Are there any issues in using this source?  Josiah quotes 
Davis Furnas because he gives a graphic picture of Quakers of the olden time.  
Furnas gives an idea of how the meetings were run (seating, meeting times, 
dress, marriage, customs, naming of days of the week, etc.).  He establishes 
himself as a creditable source by giving specific examples of Quaker practice 
has he remembers them.  An issue with this source is Furnas is reflecting on his 
65 years involved in with the Quaker faith, which gives room for errors of 
memory and imagination. 

 



7. Based only off this article, how do you think Josiah feels about the Quakers and 
their history in Warren County?  Opinion/student specific 

 
The Society of Friends, and Slavery 
 

1. At any point did they Society of Friends, or Quakers, permit slavery? Quakers 
permitted slavery for the first 30 years of their practice, but started regulating 
and restricting the purchase and ownership of slaves early on. 

 
2. In what year did the Quakers decide to “minister justice and judgment to black 

and white, rich and poor, and free our hands from every species of oppression”? 
What does this quote mean? In what year was their final decision announced?  
1773 at the Yearly Meeting.  This quote means that the Quakers supported 
equality for all and sought to free not only slaves, but themselves from the 
negative impact of oppression.  The Society announced in 1787 that  it was time 
for them to speak out against the act of slavery. 

 
Shakers 
 
Shaker History 
 

1. What Shaker society is Josiah referring to?  Where is this society located in 
Warren County?  What lead to expansion and society formation in other areas of 
the county?  The Shaker Society at Union Village in the Turtlecreek log church 
four miles west of Lebanon.  The great religious revival in 1787 in New 
Lebanon, New York led to the new Christian sect.   

 
2. What was the Turtlecreek Presbyterian Church?  How did it influence the Shaker 

faith in Warren County?  The Turtlecreek Presbyterian Church, formed 1797, 
soon became the largest church of any denomination in Warren County.  
Church members voted to separate from the Presbyterian body in 1804 and a 
large portion of the congregation became Shakers. 

 
3. How does Josiah describe the Shakers?  What does he specifically mention about 

them and their practices?  He describes them as having nervous, excitations and 
bodily movements in their religious exercises, danced and used music in 
sermons, dressed plain and neat like Quakers, etc.  

 
4. How did the Shakers get to Warren County?  Describe the journey John 

Meacham, Benjamin S. Youngs, and Issachar Bates took to get there.  These 
three men traveled from New Lebanon, New York through Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, and Washington until arriving in Kentucky, conversing with others 
and spreading the faith along the way north toward Ohio.   They arrived in 
Turtlecreek on March 22, 1805 and did not receive any money for their labor. 

 



5. Based only off this article, how do you think Josiah feels about the Shakers and 
their history in Warren County?  Does he provide proof of facts stated?  How 
does this affect his credibility?  Josiah definitely favors the Shakers, calling 
them remarkable and commending the first Shakers for their commitment and 
willingness to spread the faith.  He also states that the first Shaker sermon west 
of the Alleghenies was in Tutlecreek without giving proof of where he obtained 
this information, affecting the credibility of his article. 

 
A Covenant between Malcom Worley & Family 
 

1. Look through the article above, Shaker History by Josiah Morrow, and find where 
Morrow mentions Malcom Worley.  Who was he?  What did he give the Shaker 
community that his children tried to get back after his death?  Malcom Worley 
was the first convert in Warren County, possibly the first west of the 
Alleghenies.  Malcom gave the Shaker community is land, but his non-Shaker 
children tried to get it back saying he was not of sound mind when he handed 
over the deed.   

 
2. What is this document recording?  Where and it what years does this take palce?  

Who is Anne Middleton and what does she have to do with this document?  Refer 
to the news article, Shaker History, to help you answer this question.  This 
document is recording Malcom Worley’s conversion to the Shaker faith in 1811 
near Lebanon in Warren County.  Anne Middleton signed the last page of 
Malcom’s covenant witnessing the event.  According to Morrow in “Shaker 
History,” Anne was a black woman who has been a slave and became the 
second Shaker convert in Warren County after Malcom. 

 
3. What does this document tell you about the Shaker community?  They wish to 

live peacefully, promote the gospel, prevent discord or disunion, live together as 
one family, choose this path/way of life, live without blame, live freely, etc. 

 
Shakers’ Trials 
 

1. What does Josiah devote this article to?  He devotes this article to an account of 
the trials, tribulations, and persecutions of the Shaker community early on in 
Warren County. 

 
2. Who was the strongest opponent to the Shakers in Warren County?  Why do you 

think he did not like the Shakers?  The strongest opponent of the Shakers was 
Rev. John Thompson, pastor of the church at Springdale in Hamilton County.  
He may have been against the Shakers simply because they were different from 
him and his way of preaching the Christian faith. 

 
3. How were the Shakers targeted by opponents?  The Shakers homes were 

targeted, opponents breaking and burning their windows, fences, barns, stables, 



and crops.  They also assaulted Shakers with clubs and stones for being 
different. 

 
4. Explain the Mob of 1810.  What government officials tried to keep the peace and 

how did they do it?  According to the Shakers present, 500 men (Josiah claims 
this may be exaggerated) came at the Shakers as an angry mob.  Calm 
government officials like Dunlevy, Collett, and T.Corwin did what they could to 
protect the Shakers from violence by reading the riot act and commanding 
rioters to disperse.   

  
5. How does the first hand account condensed from The Millenial Church, or United 

Society of Believers, commonly called Shakers help in understanding this mob?  
This account tells how the Shakers perceived the approaching mob of 1810.  
The society remained calm and esteemed their faith dearer than their lives, 
determined to stand for their faith on the land they purchased.  This account 
claims the Shakers were peaceable, harmless, and orderly in dispersing the mob 
without any abuse.   

 
6. Based off this article, do you think Josiah is sympathetic to how the Shakers are 

treated in Warren County?  Yes, Ex. “Strange as it may seem, no religious body 
in the State of Ohio has ever been more persecuted than the quiet, orderly, 
peace-loving and non-resisting Shakers.”  Ex. Using the condensed version of 
The Millenial Church, or United Society of Believers, commonly called 
Shakers, which tells of the mob of 1810 from the Shaker point of view.  
Opinion/student specific 

 
Last of the Shakers 
 

1. Who are the messengers from the East?  How does Josiah describe the first 
Shaker community west of the Alleghany Mountains?  The messengers from the 
east are John Macham (spelled differently than in previous article), Benjamin 
S. Youngs, and Issachar Bates from New Lebanon, New York who came to 
Lebanon, Ohio to set up the first Shaker community west of the Alleghany 
Mountains.  Josiah said it grew rapidly (over 500 in 1829) and has gradually 
declined (33 in 1907).   

 
2. What specific Shaker practices does Josiah mention in this article?  Exclusive 

regulations, surrendering of possessions to the society, production of industrial 
goods like the buzz saw and Babbitt metal, given the common world the one 
horse carriage and the flat broom (more listed in article), promoting spirituality, 
godliness, peace, and simple style and language, universal celibacy (a big 
reason why they did not last), singing and dancing, rules for entering the 
church, etc.  

 
3. How does Josiah describe what the Shaker community had become at the time he 

wrote this article?  More modern dress standards, Union Village promotes 



thriftiness, lend out land to local farmers, has become a retirement/old folks 
community 

 
4. What does Josiah presume will be done in remembrance of the Shaker community 

in Warren County?  A memorial monument promoting the good work of the last 
Shakers. 

 
5. Using information from this article, why are the Quakers fading away into 

history? Old age, celibate practices early on, etc.  Opinion/student specific 
 
Trustees of the United Society of Believers (Shakers) vs.  Slingerland & Downing  
 

1. Why is the Society suing Slingerland & Downing?  Slingerland & Downing used 
to be trustees of the Society, but left their position in 1901.  The remaining 
trustees are suing because they believe Slingerland & Downing are trying to 
keep land owned by the Society for their personal use, though Shakers 
technically cannot hold property (beliefs).  The Society uses this property for 
farming and food production.  The Society believes that they are threatening the 
control and proper disposition of Shaker property. 

   
2. On page 5, an Injunction is allowed for the defendants.  Look up the word 

“Injunction” and state how this order relates to the case.  Injunction means a 
judicial order that restrains a person from beginning or continuing an action 
threatening or invading the legal right of another, or that compels a person to 
carry out a certain act, e.g., to make restitution to an injured party.  This means 
that the defendants had to return the property to the Society. 

 
Word Search  
 

Complete the attached word search using sources from this activity.  Refer back to 
sources as needed or use internet search tools to research these terms and relate each 
word to the Quakers & Shakers of Warren County.  Further directions are printed on the 
word search worksheet.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


