
Quakers & Shakers in Warren County Activity  
 

 The Quakers & Shakers are both religious groups that have had an impact on 
Warren County and its history.  The Shakers stemmed from the Quakers after founder, 
Mother Anne Lee, converted but are two separate faiths with vastly different histories 
nationally and locally.  This activity uses newspaper articles and a Common Plea to give 
students an idea of how these two groups were perceived shortly after their peak in 
Warren County.   
 
Materials: 
 

 “First Quaker Immigrants” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, June 
6, 1912 

 “Old Time Quakers” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, June 24, 
1909 

 “The Society of Friends, and Slavery” article from The Western Star, 1845 
 “Shaker History” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, December 5, 

1907 
 A Covenant between Malcom Worley & Family, Common Pleas Clerk of Courts, 

Vol. 3C, page 10 
 “Shakers’ Trials” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, December 12, 

1907 
 “Last of the Shakers” article from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow, August 

29, 1907 
 James H. Fennessey & Trustees vs. Slingerland & Downing, Case 9805, Box 463 
 Word search 
 

Potential Projects: 
   

These activities can be used in class and/or as project resources.  Potential 
projects using these activity resources include, but are not limited to: 

 
 Quakers and/or Shakers of Warren County, Ohio, the U.S., etc. 
 Religious Persecution  
 New Faiths in Early American History  
 Religion in the Media (How it’s discussed, opinions vs. facts, writer bias, etc.) 
 

Resources: 
 

You can find more information on the Quakers & Shakers at Warren County’s 
Genealogical Society through these sources: 
 
The Western Star articles by Josiah Morrow 1907-1928 (several articles on the Quakers 
& Shakers) 
 



The History of Warren County Ohio, published by W. H. Beers & Co. of Chicago in 1882    
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/Beers/beersmain.htm.  
 You can also find out more by visiting the Warren County Records Center & 
Archives.  Here, you can speak to trained archivists and research what they have put 
together on this topic. 
 

 
Ohio’s New Learning Standards (2010)—Social Studies 

 
Grade Strand Topic  Content Statement 
4 History Historical 

Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources can be used to 
create historical narratives. 

4 History Heritage Various groups of people have lived in Ohio over 
time including prehistoric and historic American 
Indians, migrating settlers and immigrants. 
Interactions among these groups have resulted in 
both cooperation and conflict. 

4 Geography Human Systems The population of the United States has changed  
over time, becoming more diverse (e.g., racial, 
ethnic, linguistic, religious). Ohio’s population  
has become increasingly reflective of the cultural 
diversity of the United States. 

5 Geography Human Systems The Western Hemisphere is culturally diverse due 
to American Indian, European, Asian and African 
influences and interactions, as evidenced by artistic 
expression, language, religion and food. 

8 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources are used to 
examine events from multiple perspectives and to  
present and defend a position. 

8 History  Colonization & 
Independence  

North America, originally inhabited by American  
Indians, was explored and colonized by Europeans 
for economic and religious reasons. 

8 Geography  Human Systems Cultural biases, stereotypes and prejudices had 
social, political and economic consequences for 
minority groups and the population as a whole. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

The use of primary and secondary sources of 
information includes an examination of the 
credibility of each source. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Historical events provide opportunities to examine 
alternative courses of action. 

 
 The learning standards listed above were used to help create and justify this 
activity.  It can be used as a primary source example and incorporated into a lesson or as 
a research project resource. Though this activity meets several standards, it may not be 
appropriate for all students. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eohwarren/Beers/beersmain.htm


 
 

Quakers & Shakers in Warren County Activity Answer Key 
 
Directions:  Read the newspaper articles from The Western Star by Josiah Morrow 
attached.  Answer the corresponding questions below.  Read the Common Plea record to 
answer the last question set under Shakers.  
 
Quakers  
 
First Quaker Immigrants 
 

1. Name the three Ohio counties with the largest Quaker population.  In what county 
did Quakers first settle in Western Ohio?  Where did they come from and why did 
they move to Ohio?  What Quaker church was established in Warren County in 
1815?  

 
2. How are the Quakers expanding and growing in Warren County?  Why is this 

happening in this area of Ohio?   
 
3. How are the Quakers settling on land intended for soldiers from the Virginia 

Military Lands?   
 
Old Time Quakers 
 

1. Where did Quakers settle in Warren County?  When did this begin?  How was 
this significant to Warren County and Quaker history?   

 
2. Why is Josiah writing this article?  What is his purpose?   

 
3. What particular features of the Quakers does Josiah mention in his article?  In 

your opinion, how do these features define the Quaker faith and way of life?   
 

4. According to Josiah, why have the Quakers not increased in numbers?   
 
5. How does Josiah explain Quaker meetings and meeting houses for worship?  

What are some of the practices unique to the Quaker faith that he mentions?  
Where was the first meeting house located?   

 
6. Why does Josiah quote Davis Furnas’s paper in his article?  How does Furnas of 

the Hicksite branch of Friends explain meetings?  How does he establish himself 
as a creditable source?  Are there any issues in using this source?   

 
7. Based only off this article, how do you think Josiah feels about the Quakers and 

their history in Warren County?   
 



The Society of Friends, and Slavery 
 

1. At any point did they Society of Friends, or Quakers, permit slavery?  
 
2. In what year did the Quakers decide to “minister justice and judgment to black 

and white, rich and poor, and free our hands from every species of oppression”? 
What does this quote mean? In what year was their final decision announced?   

 
Shakers 
 
Shaker History 
 

1. What Shaker society is Josiah referring to?  Where is this society located in 
Warren County?  What lead to expansion and society formation in other areas of 
the county?   

 
2. What was the Turtlecreek Presbyterian Church?  How did it influence the Shaker 

faith in Warren County?   
 

3. How does Josiah describe the Shakers?  What does he specifically mention about 
them and their practices?   

 
4. How did the Shakers get to Warren County?  Describe the journey John 

Meacham, Benjamin S. Youngs, and Issachar Bates took to get there.   
 

5. Based only off this article, how do you think Josiah feels about the Shakers and 
their history in Warren County?  Does he provide proof of facts stated?  How 
does this affect his credibility?   

 
A Covenant between Malcom Worley & Family 
 

1. Look through the article above, Shaker History by Josiah Morrow, and find where 
Morrow mentions Malcom Worley.  Who was he?  What did he give the Shaker 
community that his children tried to get back after his death?   

 
2. What is this document recording?  Where and it what years does this take palce?  

Who is Anne Middleton and what does she have to do with this document?  Refer 
to the news article, Shaker History, to help you answer this question.   

 
3. What does this document tell you about the Shaker community?   

 
Shakers’ Trials 
 

1. What does Josiah devote this article to?   
 



2. Who was the strongest opponent to the Shakers in Warren County?  Why do you 
think he did not like the Shakers?   

 
3. How were the Shakers targeted by opponents?   

 
4. Explain the Mob of 1810.  What government officials tried to keep the peace and 

how did they do it?   
  

5. How does the first hand account condensed from The Millenial Church, or United 
Society of Believers, commonly called Shakers help in understanding this mob?   

 
6. Based off this article, do you think Josiah is sympathetic to how the Shakers are 

treated in Warren County?   
 
Last of the Shakers 
 

1. Who are the messengers from the East?  How does Josiah describe the first 
Shaker community west of the Alleghany Mountains?   

 
2. What specific Shaker practices does Josiah mention in this article?   

 
3. How does Josiah describe what the Shaker community had become at the time he 

wrote this article?   
 

4. What does Josiah presume will be done in remembrance of the Shaker community 
in Warren County?   

5. Using information from this article, why are the Quakers fading away into 
history?  

 
Trustees of the United Society of Believers (Shakers) vs.  Slingerland & Downing  
 

1. Why is the Society suing Slingerland & Downing?  Slingerland & Downing used 
to be trustees of the Society, but left their position in 1901.   

   
2. On page 5, an Injunction is allowed for the defendants.  Look up the word 

“Injunction” and state how this order relates to the case.   
Word Search  
 

Complete the attached word search using sources from this activity.  Refer back to 
sources as needed or use internet search tools to research these terms and relate each 
word to the Quakers & Shakers of Warren County.  Further directions are printed on the 
word search worksheet.   

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


