
Naturalization Records Activity 
 

Naturalization is the process by which U.S. citizenship is granted to a foreign 
citizen after he or she fulfills the requirements established by Congress in the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).  Before 1906, an immigrant could be naturalized 
in any court of record.  They typically began the citizenship process by taking out papers 
in the county where they first arrived.  For example, an immigrant may have started out 
in New York City and then completed county papers once final residency was established 
somewhere else, like Warren County.  After 1906, the courts forwarded copies of 
naturalizations to the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS).   

Most naturalization records come in three parts:  the Declaration of Intention, the 
Petition for Naturalization, and the Final Papers or a certificate granting citizenship.  
Citizens that arrived in the United States after 1906 were also immediately issued a 
Certificate of Arrival at the port in which they entered the United States.   

Warren County’s naturalization records date back to the early 1800s.  There are 
many different types of people that immigrated to Warren County in the 19th & 20th 
centuries, especially from England, Germany, and Eastern Europe.  Use the primary 
sources attached to better understand the brave people who came to a foreign country 
seeking a new life in America.   

 
Materials: 
 

 Christian Staley Naturalization Papers, Red Ledger 2, No. 51 
 Christian Staley Soldier’s Certificate of Citizenship, Probate Naturalization 

Records 
 Eli Rutman Naturalization Papers, White Ledger, No. 13 
 Marion E. Davis Naturalization Papers, White Ledger, No. 14 

 
Potential Projects: 

 
 These activities can be used in class and/or as project resources.  Potential 
projects using these activity resources include, but are not limited to: 
 

 The Journey Westward (how immigration shaped America from Ellis Island on) 
 The Elements of Naturalization & how it has changed overtime  
 Documenting America’s Immigrants:  Then & Now (Modern Immigration vs. 

Original Immigrants) 
 Naturalization Acts & their implications  

 
Resources: 
 

To find out more information on what naturalization is and where records can be 
found in the state of Ohio, visit https://www.ohiohistory.org/learn/archives-
library/naturalization-records. A brief history of naturalization in the United States can be 
found here, http://articles.latimes.com/1997/jul/04/news/mn-9708.   
 

https://www.ohiohistory.org/learn/archives-library/naturalization-records
https://www.ohiohistory.org/learn/archives-library/naturalization-records
http://articles.latimes.com/1997/jul/04/news/mn-9708


You can also find out more by visiting the Warren County Records Center & 
Archives.  Here, you can speak to trained archivists and research what they have put 
together on this topic. 
 

 
Ohio’s New Learning Standards (2010)—Social Studies 

 
Grade Strand Topic  Content Statement 
4 History Historical 

Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources can be used to 
create historical narratives. 

4 History Heritage  Various groups of people have lived in Ohio over 
time including prehistoric and historic American 
Indians, migrating settlers and immigrants. 
Interactions among these groups have resulted in 
both cooperation and conflict. 

5 History  Heritage European exploration and colonization had lasting 
effects which can be used to understand the 
Western Hemisphere today. 

8 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources are used to 
examine events from multiple perspectives and to  
present and defend a position. 

8 History Colonization to 
Independence  

North America, originally inhabited by American  
Indians, was explored and colonized by Europeans 
for economic and religious reasons. 

8 History Expansion Westward expansion contributed to economic and 
industrial development, debates over sectional 
issues, war with Mexico and the displacement of  
American Indians. 

AM 
HIST 

-- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

The use of primary and secondary sources of 
information includes an examination of the 
credibility of each source. 

AM 
HIST 

-- Industrialization 
& Progressivism  

Immigration, internal migration and urbanization 
transformed American life. 

 
 The learning standards listed above were used to help create and justify this 
activity.  It can be used as a primary source example and incorporated into a lesson or as 
a research project resource.  Though this activity meets several standards, it may not be 
appropriate for all students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Naturalization Records Activity 
 
Directions:  Review the primary documents and answer the questions below.  Refer to 
the first page, including the articles provided, if you need help.    
 
Record Group 1:  Christian Staley 
 

1. Christian was 27, born in 1819, when he first came to the United States.  Where 
was he from?  When did he arrive?  Explain where you found this information.   

 
2. Christian did not fill out naturalization paperwork until 1880, 34 years after he 

arrived in the United States.  Look over his naturalization papers and see if you 
can find what he did shortly after coming to America. Why was he waived from 
showing his naturalization certificate?  Are you surprised Christian was able to do 
this as an immigrant?   

 
3. What other document is included with Christian’s paperwork?  How does this 

help explain his military service as an immigrant in the United States?  What does 
this record state about his citizenship status?   

  
Record Group 2:  Eli Rutman 
 

1. Where did Eli first arrive in the United States?  What document(s) did you get this 
information from?  

 
2. How did Eli get to the United States?  When did he arrive?  How long after his 

arrival was his naturalization paperwork filled out?   
 

3. Where did Eli come from?  Where did he live and travel to throughout his 
journey?   

 
4. According to the Naturalization Act of 1790, children who immigrated with their 

families or where born in the United States were considered natural-born citizens 
as along as their parents now lived permanently in the U.S.  What does this mean 
for Eli’s son, Max?  Where is Max mentioned on the document?  

 
Record Group 3:  Marion E. Davis 
 

1. When and where was Marion born?  Where did he immigrate from? Where did 
you find this information?   

 
2. Where did Marion first travel to in the United States and how did he get there?  

Where did he settle and when did he sign his Declaration of Intention?  
 

3. Look over Marion’s Certificate of Arrival. What does the back of his certificate 
say?  



 
4. What does Marion’s Petition for Naturalization say about having a child?  How 

does this compare to the back of his Certificate of Arrival?  What do you think 
this means?   

 Compare all three sets of records.  What parts remain the same throughout the 
years of naturalization in the United States?  What did all three immigrants have to 
sign off on in order to successfully become citizens?   
 
How does Eli and Marion’s paperwork differ from Christian’s?  How might the 
timing of their travels affect their paperwork?   
 
Women are often not equally represented among early naturalization records.  Why 
might this be?   
 
Imagine you are an immigrant at your current age embarking on a journey to 
America.  What information will you need for your naturalization paperwork?  
Where are you from?  Where will you go?  How might gender, age, and skill affect 
your chances of success in the United States?   
 


