
The Warren County Infirmary  
 
In 1829, land was purchased to build the Warren County Infirmary in 1831. For over 130 
years, the Infirmary housed and cared for the poor, ill, helpless, and insane of the county.   
Fire destroyed the main Infirmary building twice, but did not stop the institution from 
expanding its facilities, including the mad house, the poor farm, and an operating room 
on the 3rd floor.  Both positive and negative media attention followed the Infirmary, 
though documentation and records are scarce today.  The 3rd Infirmary building, closed 
in 1967, now houses the Warren County Health and Human Services Center. 
 
Materials: 
 

 Infirmary Timeline with pictures and events  
 Building Commissioners Minutes from the Infirmary exhibit  
 Building Commissioners Minutes transcription panels 
 Fire Storyboard from the Infirmary exhibit  
 “County Infirmary” article from The Western Star, November 4, 1915 
 Farm Storyboard from the Infirmary Exhibit  
 Sanitary Conditions Storyboard from the Infirmary exhibit  
 “Filthy” article from The Cincinnati Enquirer, November 15, 1891 
 Sanitary Conditions Commissioners Minutes from the Infirmary exhibit  
 “Clubbed” article from The Cincinnati Enquirer, August 27, 1893 
 Superintendent Hiram Bates’ Witness Testimony from Andrew Shultz’s Coroners 

Inquest 
 

Potential Projects: 
 

These activities can be used in class and/or as project resources.  Potential 
projects using these activity resources include, but are not limited to: 

 
 Natural Disasters in Warren County & Prevention Methods 
 Buildings in Warren County  
 How the Poor and Insane Were Cared for at the County Level  
 Sanitary Conditions of Medical Institutions/Insane Asylums in the 19th and Early 

20th Centuries  
   

Resources: 
 

You can find more information on the Infirmary through exhibit materials from 
the Records Center & Archives, Warren County Historical Society, and the Warren 
County Genealogical Society. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Ohio’s New Learning Standards (2010)—Social Studies 
 

Grade Strand Topic  Content Statement 
3 History Historical 

Thinking & 
Skills 

Events in local history can be shown on timelines 
organized by years, decades and centuries. 

3 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary sources such as artifacts, maps and 
photographs can be used to show change over time. 

3 Geography Geography 
Strand 

Daily life is influenced by the agriculture, industry 
and natural resources in different communities. 

4 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources can be used to 
create historical narratives. 

8 History Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources are used to 
examine events from multiple perspectives and to 
present and defend a position. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Historical events provide opportunities to examine 
alternative courses of action. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

The use of primary and secondary sources of 
information includes an examination of the 
credibility of each source. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Historians develop theses and use evidence to 
support or refute positions. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence and 
correlation in historical events, including multiple 
causation and long- and short-term causal relations. 

AM 
HIST 

--- Prosperity, 
Depression, and 
The New Deal 
(1919-1941) 

An improved standard of living for many, 
combined with technological innovations in 
communication, transportation and industry, 
resulted in social and cultural changes and 
tensions. 

AM 
GOV 

--- Civic 
Participation & 
Skills 

Issues can be analyzed through the critical use of 
information from public records, surveys, research 
data and policy positions of advocacy groups. 

 
 The learning standards listed above were used to help create and justify this 
activity.  It can be used as a primary source example and incorporated into a lesson or as 
a research project resource. Though this activity meets several standards, it may not be 
appropriate for all students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Warren County Infirmary  

 
Directions:  Use the primary documents attached to answer the questions below. 
 
1831-1967 
 

1. The Infirmary was open for 136 years with many significant changes and events.  
Use a blank timeline and place the Infirmary events provided in chronological 
order.  What significance do the events and changes have on the Infirmary’s 
history?  The pictures provided can be used to decorate your timeline.  Provide a 
description of each photograph placed on your timeline.  After you create your 
timeline, write a paragraph about what you think the Infirmary was like.  Events 
and changes may include:  fires, farm land, building additions, etc. 
Descriptions of photographs and the paragraph about the Infirmary should be 
student specific as they are challenged to infer what is happening.   

 
Building History & Disaster Recovery 
 

1. The Warren County Commissioners heavily documented their involvement with 
the Infirmary.  They were responsible for checking on the Infirmary and 
approving building additions.  Read over the Commissioners Minutes provided.  
What building additions were added to the Infirmary grounds?  Were they 
justified by the Commissioners?  Use the transcription slides if you need help 
reading the hand writing.  Main building addition, brick building for insane 
patients, pest house, and a mad house are added (students may need additional 
background information before completing this activity).  The Commissioners 
do not indicate exactly why these additions were necessary.   

 
2. The Infirmary experienced two fires in its existence.  The first fire is 

unfortunately not well documented, largely due to its timing right after the Civil 
War.  Use the storyboard and news articles provided and state when both fires 
happened and potential reasons for the second fire.  How did the Infirmary 
recover from the second fire?  Give your opinion on their disaster recovery 
efforts.  Arson may have played a part in the second fire.  How do you know this 
and why do you think this may have happened?  1866 & 1915; The Infirmary 
built the third building with fire prevention in mind and rebuilt the building 
entirely.  Patients were temporarily housed at the Maplewood Sanitarium and 
Maple Farm hotel, but the article states that they did not have adequate water 
protection (handled inmates and patients well during disaster, but the building 
was not prepared for the fire). 

 
3. The farm at the Infirmary helped employ the community and provided patients 

with food.  What event did the Infirmary participate in which they showcased 
farm goods?  What pros and cons do you see in running a large farm that others 
are dependent on?  The Warren County Fair; opinion/student specific 



 
4. In the late 19th century, the Infirmary was criticized for its sanitary conditions.  

Compare the Cincinnati Enquirer article to the Western Star article on the 
storyboard.  What sanitary concerns are addressed?  What are counter arguments 
against the article stating the Infirmary needs help?  Use the Commissioners 
Minutes provided to identify why they bring up the issue and how they plan to fix 
it.  After reading the Commissioners Minutes, how do you view the articles 
written about the Infirmary’s conditions?  Insect infestation, unclean beds, 
inmates’ not receiving proper care, unprepared for winter, etc.  A doctor from 
the Infirmary came out and said the claims originated from inmate stories and 
those critiquing are exaggerating/ did not have the courage to visit the 
institution.  The State Health Board required the Commissioners to improve 
sanitary conditions, so they set out to spend $15,000 on improvement (help 
confirm the Infirmary was indeed unsanitary).  Opinion/student specific. 

 
Clubbed News Article 
 

1. Read the Western Star article provided.  What happened at the Infirmary?  How 
were patients and staff affected?  How was the situation resolved?  Do you think 
this may have been a frequent occurrence or an uncommon event at the 
Infirmary?  How did you come to your conclusion?  A patient named Andrew 
Shultz attacked the Superintendent of the Infirmary with a knife and stabbed 
him.  The police were involved and ended up beating Andrew to death to halt 
his deadly outburst.  Considering the variety of patients, this may have been 
common (opinion/student specific).   

 
2. Infirmary Superintendent Mr. Hiram Bates provided a witness testimony in the 

Coroners Inquest.  What does his testimony state?  How does it relate to the news 
article?  In your opinion, how might a witness testimony from a high ranking 
official help or hinder a case like this?  Mr. Bates testimony states that Andrew 
had always been known to be dangerous when irritated.  Andrew was resisting 
Mr. Bates and attacked him with a knife.  They fought and Mr. Bates mentions 
Andrew was not considered insane, but just had a bad temper.  It states similar 
information to the news article.  Opinion/student specific (the Superintendent 
can probably get away with more than an inmate, etc.). 

 
Do you think it is the community’s responsibility to care for those in need like the 
Infirmary patients?  Consider this question both before and after research and 
check to see if your opinion changes.  Opinion/student specific 


