
Warren County’s First Families—The Corwin Family Activity 
 

The Corwin family migrated from New Jersey westward, beginning with 
Ichabod Corwin’s move from Flanders, Morris County, New Jersey to Bourbon County, 
Kentucky in 1790.  In his travels, Ichabod discovered the city of Lebanon between the 
two Miami Rivers in Warren County.   He secured a home and farmed corn, established 
the first tavern, and was one of the fist Petit Jury members in the county.  Ichabod had 
siblings that traveled to Ohio, including his brother Matthias, and also had thirteen 
children with wife Sarah.  He also had numerous grandchildren, including Thomas and 
Matthias Jr.   

Use the sources attached to better understand the role of three members of the 
Corwin family in Warren County.  Think about the affect first settlers had in regards to 
land ownership, government, and the community. 
 
Materials: 
 

 “Ichabod Corwin,” an article from The Western Star newspaper by Josiah 
Morrow, November 13, 1913 

 Map of Turtle Creek Township in 1867 from the Warren County Genealogical 
Society 

 Ichabod Corwin’s Land Patients from the BLM GLO website (link in activity 
below) 

 1817 Common Pleas Record, Vol. 5, page 9-11 
 1818 Common Pleas Record, Vol. 6, page 147-149 
 1812-1818 Common Pleas Issue Docket, No. 4, page 498  
 “Corwin’s First Campaign,” an article from The Western Star newspaper by 

Josiah Morrow, February 17, 1910 
 “The Last Great Speech,” an article  from The Western Star  newspaper by Josiah 

Morrow, March 10, 1910 
 Inventory of Thomas Corwin’s Estate, Probate Box 143 
 

Potential Projects: 
 
 These activities can be used in class and/or as project resources.  Potential 
projects using these activity resources include, but are not limited to: 
 

 The Corwin Family in Warren County  
 Ohio’s Early Leaders (in towns and at the state/federal level) 
 The Creation/Development of Turtle Creek and Lebanon, Ohio  
 Land distribution and settlement in Ohio’s/Warren County’s early years  
 County Court Cases:  Then and Now (common issues, technological 

advancements, issues in interpretation/organization, etc.) 
 The Stump Speech—Thomas Corwin and today’s political leaders  
 Political Leaders:  Then and Now (motives, tactics, platforms, lifestyles, etc.) 



 Warren County Estates—Using records to understand what the dead left behind in 
the 19th century  

 
Resources: 
 

You can find more information on the Corwin Family at Warren County’s 
Genealogical Society through these sources: 
 
The History of Warren County Ohio, published by W. H. Beers & Co. of Chicago in 1882    
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/Beers/beersmain.htm.  
 
Miami Valley Ohio Pioneers by Lindsay M. Brien  
 
Warren County, Ohio and Beyond by Dallas Bogan 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/Bogan/.  
 
The Corwins of Warren County, Ohio, courtesy of the Warren County OHGenWeb site 
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/photo/corwin.htm.  
 
The Western Star articles by Josiah Morrow 1907-1928 (several articles on the Corwins) 
 

You can also find more primary documents, like Common Pleas (Final Records) 
and Clerk of Court dockets mentioning the Corwin family at Warren County Records 
Center & Archives and additional materials at the Warren County Historical Society.  
 

 
Ohio’s New Learning Standards (2010)—Social Studies 

 
Grade Strand Topic  Content Statement 
8 History Historical 

Thinking & 
Skills 

Primary and secondary sources are used to 
examine events from multiple perspectives and to  
present and defend a position. 

AM 
HIST 

-- Historical 
Thinking & 
Skills 

The use of primary and secondary sources of 
information includes an examination of the 
credibility of each source. 

AM 
GOV 

-- Civic 
Involvement 

Political parties, interest groups and the media 
provide opportunities for civic involvement 
through various means. 

AM 
GOV 

-- Civic 
Participation & 
Skills 

Issues can be analyzed through the critical use of 
information from public records, surveys, research 
data and policy positions of advocacy groups. 

 
 The learning standards listed above were used to help create and justify this 
activity.  It can be used as a primary source example and incorporated into a lesson or as 
a research project resource. Though this activity meets several standards, it may not be 
appropriate for all students. 
 
 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eohwarren/Beers/beersmain.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eohwarren/Bogan/
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7Eohwarren/photo/corwin.htm


Warren County’s First Families—The Corwin Family 
 
Directions:  Use the primary documents attached to answer the questions below.   
 
Ichabod Corwin—Newspaper Articles, Maps, and Land Patents  
 

1. Read the article titled, “Ichabod Corwin.”  How long did it take Ichabod to 
receive the deed for his land?  Where did he build Lebanon’s first cabin?  Name 
one other building Ichabod established in Lebanon.   

 
According to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and General Land Office 

(GLO), Federal Land Patents offer a source of information on the initial transfer of land 
titles from the Federal government to individuals. In addition to verifying title transfer, 
this information will allow the researcher to associate an individual with a specific 
location and issue date.  Ichabod Corwin received many of these land patents, four of 
which are available though the BLM GLO website, www.glorecords.blm.gov. 
 

2. On the map of Turtle Creek Township provided, mark where Ichabod’s land was 
located using the land patents provided.  Note that this map is from 1867, years 
after Ichabod received these land patents, so the land may not look quite the same 
as it did to him.  Are his plots close together?  Far apart? In what years did he 
acquire the patents?  Who authorized these land patents (Hint:  These land patents 
were given by the Federal Government)?  What else do you see on this map?  In 
your opinion, how might these sources be helpful today?   

 
3. Two of Ichabod’s land patents mention other men important to the history of 

Warren County, William Schenck and Jonathan Crane.  How are they involved?  
Do you know anything about these two men?  If time permits, research them to 
find out more about their influence, family, and relationship with Ichabod.  One 
place to start researching the Corwin’s and the men mentioned above is in the 
book, The History of Warren County Ohio.  

 
Matthias Corwin—Government Records  
 
 Matthias Corwin was the brother of Ichabod Corwin, born in 1761.  He was one 
of the first Justices of the Peace in Warren County, a member of the first Board of County 
Commissioners, Speaker of the House at the 1815 and 1824 sessions and Associate Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas from 1816-1824.  Matthias had nine children with his first 
wife, including Matthias Jr. and Thomas.  More information about him, his success, and 
family is available through the resources above.   
 

1. Common Pleas provide the user with a summary of the court case as it progressed 
through the county court.  These records were later called Final records as they 
summarize the case and report on the final decision.  As an Associate Judge, 
Matthias was included in pleas during his term and aided in court case decisions. 
Read over the first primary source about him, identifying where you can find 

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/


Matthias mentioned.  What dates are included in this plea?  What is this case 
about?  How do you know? Can you find where the other Corwin family members 
are mentioned (look for the attorney and Court Clerk)?  Based off the information 
provided, how do they relate to Matthias?  Look at the list of items for the 
defendant to return.  What are some of the items and their value?  Give your 
opinion on the prices compared to what you might pay for these items today.  Are 
you shocked by some of the missing property values?   

 
2. On the second primary source, circle where you can find Matthias’s name.  How 

is Matthias involved in this case? What dates are included in this plea?  What is 
this case about?  What did Matthias, David Sutton, and Eli Truitt do?  How do 
you know?  Who is the attorney for this case?  The clerk?  How does this case 
look different than the first case examined? If time permits, use the links above to 
do more research on David Sutton and Eli Truitt to better understand their role in 
developing Warren County.   

 
3. Find the “Continuances November Term 1818” document to see how the case in 

question two was finalized.  Where at on the document is the case listed (Note:  
Matthias is not listed as a defendant; David Sutton is listed while others involved 
in the case fall under “other”)?  What are the debts, damages/payments expected, 
and other fees to be paid by the defendants?  How do they compare to the source 
used in question two?  Is this document easier to use than the Common Plea 
source in question two to locate the case debts and fees?  Why or why not?  

 
Thomas Corwin—Newspaper Articles and Government Records  
 
 Thomas Corwin, Matthias’s son, was born in 1794.  He practiced law in Lebanon 
in 1817 and became the Prosecuting Attorney for Warren County in 1818. Later Thomas 
would become a Congressman for ten years, resigning in 1840, and Ohio’s 15th Governor 
for two years after.  He continued to be a leader in government and was elected to the 
United States Senate in 1845 and was appointed by President Lincoln to be the United 
States Minister to Mexico until 1864.  Thomas was known for his persuasive, convincing 
speeches to the masses during election seasons.  More information about Thomas is 
available through the resources above.   
 

1. Josiah Morrow, writer for The Western Star newspaper, wrote about Thomas 
Corwin and his involvement in the state and federal government throughout his 
career.  Read over the newspaper article titled, “Corwin’s First Campaign” written 
by Morrow in 1910.  What speech style did Thomas become know for?  If you are 
unfamiliar with this type of speech, do an internet search for more information.  
Describe Thomas’s first famous speech.  Where did he make this speech and how 
did he win over his audience?  Where did Thomas give his first speech at a great 
political meeting and how did the set up make it unique for the times?  How did 
this speech impact Thomas’s political career? How long did Thomas secure the 
Whig party’s political presence in Ohio?  How do politicians use a similar style of 
speech today?   



 
2. Read over Morrow’s article titled, “The Last Great Speech” written in 1910 about 

Thomas Corwin.  When was Corwin’s last election to a public office? What 
committee did he become the chairman of in response to a nation distracted by the 
threat of war?  How did Thomas’s conservative Whig viewpoints help him gain 
the respect of Congressmen from both the northern and southern states?  How 
does Carl Schurz describe Corwin’s political career and his last speech to 
Congress?  What advice did Thomas give to Schurz at the end of this article?  

 
3. In your opinion, how has campaigning and elections in the United States changed 

since Thomas Corwin was running for office?   
 

4. Thomas Corwin died in 1865, leaving behind an estate with valuables in Warren 
County.  Read over the Schedule A inventory of Thomas’s estate.  What are some 
of the items Thomas left in his estate?  What are their appraised values?  How do 
the items and values differ from what you might see in a politician’s holdings 
today?   

 
How has the Corwin family affected Warren County?  Where can you find signs of 
their legacy around the county?   
 
How has technology changed the way we record information?  How have writing 
styles and ways of organizing information changed?  Use the primary documents 
provided and analyze recording systems and wording.  Come up with examples on 
your own, then research this topic further and compare the primary sources to 
more modern record examples.   


